The Movement in Favour of a New Culture: Reactionary 175
As the religious liberals have become socially conservative
there has been a tendency back towards a religious conserva-
tism also. The Muslim bourgeoisie had apparently accepted
as final the liberalizing of Islam wrought by the early reform-
ers. But to-day they are afraid; and they have begun to
feel that even that much concession to progress may be
dangerous. The men who used to speak of the fc spirit *
of Islam and its liberal values, deprecating formalism and
outworn orthodox traditions, have recently been supporting
leaders who beckon to return to every detail of the old
Islamic practice. They are reading books that offer strict
orthopraxy as the only salvation. Typically popular have
been the writings of Muhammad Asad, a European who was
converted to Islam and has settled in India. He was dis-
tressed, he says, at the inhumanity, haste, and mechanism of
modern Europe, and turned to the calmer, simpler, and more
religious life of * Islam'. In other words, he has escaped
from the horrors of capitalist society, by going back to a
pre-industrialist community. He is attracted not because
that community has solved the problems of industrialism,
but because it has not yet faced them/
From this, the position that he advocates for Islam
follows at once. It must remain attached to the old society,
must preserve it intact. Naturally he was aggrieved when
he found the Muslims' society also turning capitalist and
bourgeois ; and he opposed the liberals. Considering Islam's
past, he wrote : " The revival of such a culture can never
be brought about by an insistence on the greatness of its
past and a tiresome repetition of facts in which that great-
ness was once manifested "33. That is, liberalism is not good
enough. What is needed, he says, is a new law, based
squarely on the Qur'an and the sunnah.
This legalism is also the thesis which he develops at
length in one of his books34: Muslims must observe in every
detail the customs of Muhammad and the law of his revela-
tion. Islamic society, he maintains, is weak, collapsed. To
pretend " that our humiliation is not bottomless " 85 is mere-
ly to delude oneself. " It is bottomless "86, and Muslims must